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SECOND SUBSTI TUTE SENATE BI LL 5120

AS AMENDED BY THE HOUSE
Passed Legislature - 1997 Regul ar Session
St ate of WAshi ngt on 55th Legislature 1997 Regul ar Sessi on

By Senate Committee on Ways & Means (originally sponsored by Senator
Mor t on)

Read first tine 03/10/97.

AN ACT Relating to fish enhancenent with renote site incubators;
addi ng a new chapter to Title 75 RCW and creating a new section.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEWSECTION. Sec. 1. The legislature finds that trout and sal non
popul ation | evel s are greatly bel owthe carrying capacity of nany state
waters, and that reintroduction of both trout and salnon can be
acconplished with the use of renote site incubators. Renote site
i ncubat ors have been shown to be a cost-effective neans of bypassing
the early period of high nortality that is often experienced by
salnonid eggs that are naturally spawed in streans with degraded
habi t at . In addition, renpte site incubators provide an efficient
met hod for reintroduction of fish into areas that are not fully seeded
by natural spawn. The technology for renote site incubators is well
devel oped, and their application is easily acconplished in a wde
variety of habitat by persons with a noderate |evel of training.

It is a goal of the renpte site incubator program to assist
reest abl i shment of sustai nabl e fish popul ati ons so that the popul ati ons
may becone naturally spawni ng i n many cases. |n other cases, primarily
wher e spawni ng conditions are not optinmal or where nunbers of spawners
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are chronically low, the renote site incubator program nay becone a
cost-effective long-termsolution for supplenentation and restoration
of fish popul ati ons.

Anot her goal of the renote site incubator programis to provide a
means of utilizing excess or surplus sal nonid eggs which in the past
woul d have been destroyed or not used in a way that woul d have rebuilt
fish popul ati ons.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. (1) The departnent shall identify potenti al
sites throughout the state and potential fish species for each site
that are suitable for renote site incubators. The initial selection of
sites shall be conpleted by July 1, 1998. Thereafter the site
selection list shall be updated at |east on an annual basis.

(2)(a) The director may use enployees of the fish and wildlife
construction crew to construct renote site incubators.

(b) The director shall purchase comercially avail able renote site
i ncubators in cases in which it would be nore econom cal to purchase
renote site incubators rather than to build themw th the construction
crew.

(c) The director of fish and wldlife and the secretary of the
departnment of corrections shall jointly investigate the potential of
produci ng renote site incubators through the prison industries program
of the departnment of corrections, and shall jointly report their
finding to the natural resources conmmttees of the house of
representatives and the senate by Decenber 1, 1998.

NEW SECTI ON. Sec. 3. (1) The department shall coordinate the
i npl ementation of the renote site incubator program throughout the
state and shall make annual reports to the fish and wildlife comm ssion
on the progress of the program

(2) The departnment shall fully involve and depend chiefly upon
volunteer efforts to inplenent the renote site incubator program
through the regional fisheries enhancenent gr oups, vol unt eer
cooperative groups, private nonprofit groups, treaty Indian tribes, and
i nterested individuals.

(3) The director shall approve a renote site incubator project
unless it is a direct threat to the salnonid resource. The director
may prioritize renote site incubator projects wthin regional
enhancenent areas.
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NEW SECTION. Sec. 4. (1) The director shall nmake every effort to
utilize appropriate salnonid eggs inrenote site incubators if the eggs
are not allocated for other fish culture uses or would otherw se be
sol d or donat ed.

(2) The director may purchase or accept as a gift to the state
vi abl e sal nonid eggs fromprivate fish farners for purposes of stocking
renote site incubators and for the stocking of all public waters.

(3) As required to carry out the purposes of this chapter, the
director shall contact the treaty Indian tribes, the federal fish and
wildlife service, and the state fish managenent agenci es of Oregon and
| daho for the purpose of obtaining donations of viable salnonid eggs
for stocking renote site incubators.

NEW SECTI O\ Sec. 5. The director shall direct the warm water
fish enhancenment program of the departnment to investigate ways for
applying the renote site i ncubator technol ogy to the producti on of warm
wat er fish.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 6. Sections 2 through 5 of this act constitute
a new chapter in Title 75 RCW

~-- END ---
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